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Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. SHIMKUS). 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
small business bill. Let me tell you 
why this is relevant. The biggest chal-
lenge to small businesses in America 
today is the high cost of energy. Let 
me say that again. The biggest chal-
lenge to America’s small businesses 
today is the high cost of energy. 

Here’s an article from a paper: ‘‘Inde-
pendent Truckers,’’ they’re small busi-
nessmen, ‘‘Join Strike.’’ Why? Over $4 
a barrel for diesel, $4 a gallon for diesel 
fuel. They can’t operate. You wonder 
why food prices are going up? Gas 
prices are too high. 

What has the Democrat majority 
done? Nothing. 

This is a great opportunity to bring 
all our collective ideas, put legislation 
in front of the American people, and 
say let’s vote on bills that will affect 
and lower the cost of gasoline. 

Now, the Democrats should be happy 
about this because Speaker PELOSI 
promised in April of 2006 that the 
Democrats have a commonsense plan 
to help bring down skyrocketing gas 
prices. In 2006. We’re still waiting for 
the plan. 

In fact, there is a plan. The plan is 
this: The plan is for the barrel of crude 
oil to go up. When the Democrats took 
the majority, it was $58 a barrel. What 
is it today? It’s $117.36. When you have 
no plan, you plan to fail. 

You want to help small businesses? 
Bring an energy bill to the floor that 
brings on more supply. 

Look at what it has done at the gas 
pump. You’ve heard the terminology: 
‘‘Pelosi premium.’’ The price of a gal-
lon of gasoline when the Democrats 
took over: $2.33. What is it today? It’s 
$3.53. Add to that climate change legis-
lation, Chairman DINGELL wants to 
bring to the floor 50 cents in additional 
cost to a gallon of gas. Right now that 
would be $4 a gallon. And we know 
when we get to the summer driving 
season, it’s going to be $4. Add 50 cents: 
$4.50 a gallon. What do the Democrats 
bring to the floor? They bring nothing 
to the floor. Nothing. 

Do we have plans? Actually, we have 
a bipartisan majority if the leadership 
would bring a bill to the floor. We have 
a bipartisan majority, most of the Re-
publicans would vote for it, we’d get 40 
or 50 Democrats, to move more supply, 
more supply like opening up the Outer 
Continental Shelf, more supply like 
coal-to-liquid technology, more supply 
like expanding nuclear power, more 
supply by going after the oil shale, 
more supply by going after our mar-
ginal oil wells. We can bring more sup-
ply. 

We’re the only industrialized nation 
in the world that doesn’t use its re-

sources. That’s why we import all this 
crude oil. We don’t use our resources. 
Coal to liquid, in Illinois alone, 250 
years worth of fossil fuel. We could 
turn that into liquid fuel. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from Illinois has 
expired. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield the gentleman 1 additional 
minute. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. I know the liberal left 
and the environmentalists don’t like 
coal. I know that. And they tout 
Kyoto. I know that. They tout our Eu-
ropean friends. 

The New York Times today: ‘‘Europe 
Turns to Coal Again.’’ Europe turns to 
coal. 

When is this body going to turn to 
coal to solve our energy prices? 
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Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Georgia, 
Dr. GINGREY. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I cer-
tainly come to the floor today in sup-
port of the Small Business Innovative 
Research Act, and if some of the 
amendments, particularly the one of-
fered by my friend on the other side, 
Mr. WELCH, is approved, and maybe a 
couple of other amendments, I defi-
nitely plan to support this bill. 

But in regard to this rule, Mr. Speak-
er, I am fully supportive of my col-
league from Pasco, my former col-
league on the Rules Committee, that 
says we want to defeat this previous 
question to give Members an oppor-
tunity to come to this floor and talk 
about something that indeed is more of 
a crisis than what we do with our 
Small Business Innovative Research 
Grants, although that is important. So 
that is the reason why I will vote in 
favor of defeating the previous ques-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, the promises that were 
made, and I just want to show, if my 
colleagues will look at this chart, the 
day George Bush was sworn into office 
as President, the price of regular gaso-
line was $1.49. Two years ago, about 2 
years ago, the day that NANCY PELOSI 
was sworn in as Speaker, the price of a 
gallon of regular gasoline was $2.33, 
and today, 15 months into her leader-
ship, gas prices have spiked at $3.50 a 
gallon for regular, a $1.30 increase in 
my home State of Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, this is really unaccept-
able, it’s downright deplorable, espe-
cially when the new Democratic major-
ity and the new Speaker of the House 
campaigned and made a pledge that 
they would bring down the price of gas-
oline. Instead of bringing it down, Mr. 
Speaker, look what has happened. This 
is not a linear growth, this is an unbe-
lievable exponential growth. 

So as part of this changing of the 
rule if we defeat the previous question, 

it would require, Madam Speaker, 
within 5 days, she’s had 15 months, but 
it would require her within 5 days to 
bring a bill to provide a commonsense 
plan to help bring down skyrocketing 
gas prices. 

The previous gentleman from Illinois 
had some great ideas; the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PETERSON) had 
some great ideas. There are so many 
Members that could come to this floor 
on both sides of the aisle and give some 
amendments and some ideas that 
would truly bring down our dependence 
on foreign oil. Right now, 60 percent of 
our usage comes from either the Mid-
dle East or from Venezuela. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from Georgia 
has expired. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield the gentleman an additional 2 
minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. My good friend, 
my subcommittee Chair on the Science 
Committee, made a comment. He said, 
the reason for the skyrocketing price 
of gasoline is because of what is going 
on in the Middle East; this war that we 
are waging in Iraq. 

Well, I would like to point out to him 
that the production of oil from Iraq 
today is exactly what it was prior to 
the war 5 years ago commencing. And 
that is about 2.5 million gallons a day 
from Iraq. So the price of oil has noth-
ing to do with that. It absolutely has 
nothing to do with it. We are going to 
control this with some of the ideas, the 
coal-to-liquid idea that Mr. SHIMKUS, 
the gentleman from Illinois, just 
talked about. We are going to help 
solve this problem by licensing some 
new nuclear power plants. 

As the former chairman of the Rules 
Committee, Mr. DREIER, the gentleman 
from California, talked about, yes, we 
are going to look at solar, we are going 
to look at wind. We certainly, as our 
minority party, now former majority 
party, have tried so hard to get us to 
explore for more oil and gas in this 
country. ANWR could produce another 
1.5 million barrels of oil a day, and 
drilling on the Outer Continental 
Shelf, why are those things blocked? 

It’s time for us to do something 
about it, and I am glad that the gen-
tleman from Washington is going to 
ask all Members to vote against the 
previous question and let’s give an op-
portunity for Members to come down 
and give their ideas. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, how much time remains on 
both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 9 minutes. The gentleman 
from Vermont has 22 minutes. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. EHLERS). 

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 
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